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INSIDE THIS ISSUE April 2010 Meeting

Monthly Meeting - Venture Capital Financing for Earlytage Development Companies
John Fisher: Bloo Solar 1 John Fisher: Vice President of Finance for Bloo Solar

President 0s McOur speaker, John Fisher, is the Vice President of Finance for Bloo Solar, a West
Rebecca Graulich 2 | Sacramento manufacturer of third generation solar technology. John holds
degrees in Accounting and Marketing from the University of California,

Memberos Cormn ‘Berkeley. He is an MBA in Finance and also a Certified Public Accountant.

Announcements 3

Job Corner - John has over 25 years of executive financial and operational experience with
Latest Job Openings 7 | high-growth technology companies operating in the Silicon Valley. John has
significant experience working with publicly traded companies and has
Announcements 8 | participated in over $500M of strategic M&A transactions. Over his career, he
has helped create significant shareholder value and then monetized that value
through a series of liquidity events including his last transaction which sold for
over $100M. John is also a co-inventor on three pending energy patents.

When: Thursday, April 1, 2010 6:00 pm Networking Z 6:30 pm General
Meeting

Where: Sacramento Hilton
2200 Harvard Street
l's there a spea Sacramento, CA 95815
a topic that (Business 80 and Arden Way)

ngered at an upcoming AiW/ Cost*:  $31.00 Members & 1st zTime Guests
inner meeting, or any other idea:
for ASWA events? $36.00 Non-Members

Menu: Chicken Mediterranean Entrée, Salad

We welcome your feedback an
and Dessert

ideasd in fact, we need them td
help bring you the best ASWA

_ RSVP: Voice mail (916) 552-1470 or e-mail aswa_sacramento@yahoo.com by
experience we can!

noon, Tuesday, March 30

Please email us your ideas at CPE**:

1 credit hour; Level Overview; Prerequisites/Advanced Preparation:
aswa_sacramento@yahoo.com

None

*Please note our meeting cancellation policy on page 8

** Registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of
continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors. State loards o
accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints
regarding registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth
Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 372497
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Water scarcity is one reason. Another is the increasing numbers
gf uneducgted and Aunemployed farm laborers, many of whom
R2yQu alLsSlk] 9y3atAakKo

Politics, of course, also plays a role. According to the California
Farm Bureau, farm customers south of the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta could see water allocations as low as 25%, which
means they may only receive 25% of their regular allocation

despite higher levels of snow pack and increased precipitation.

Another issue is infrastructure. Pumps and aqueducts that carry water from northern
to southern California are crumbling. They threaten ecosystems and are endangering
species. Environmentalists are winning political battles to halt new construction.

Fortunately, the agriculture industry has a way of sustaining through economic
downturns says llene Jacobson, CPA, a manager at Moss-Adams who specializes in
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agriculture industry actually do better during slumps. For example, low-priced wines
are selling well.

So what does all of this have to do with the accounting profession? Actually, quite a
bit. During recessions, cool heads must prevail to make sound business decisions.
Jacobson notes that accountants can assist business owners and managers in
understanding the impact that operational and financial decisions can have on the
bottom line.
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companies that research and develop seeds, to those that distribute fertilizers and

other farm supplies, harvesters and haulers that support farming operations, and
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Opportunities for accountants in agriculture include controllers, accounting managers,
financial analysts, inventory managers, commodities traders and hedging specialists.
Service providers like public accountants, bankers and risk managers are also needed.
Specialized knowledge of tax regulations, cost segregation, accounting standards, and
the ability to interpret and apply new legislation are also valuable skills.

For those starting out in accounting, as well as those looking to develop into new
areas, the agricultural industry needs you. And, in the bigger economic picture,
California needs you too.
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Members & Member
Information

Sherri Yokomizo, CPA

sdyoko@yahoo.com

Hospitality
Helen Williams
hwrainbow@att.net

Newsletter
Anne Diamond, CPA
annediamond@sbcglobal.net

Publicity
Bronwyn Gillespie
bgillespie@ueltzen.com

Trevor Jones

trevorjones1492 @yahoo.com

Student Night
Sherri Yokomizo, CPA
sdyoko@yahoo.com

Community Service
Open

Northern California
Area Director
Allison Hamaker

allisonhamaker@gmail.com

Are you an ASWA member
with an announcement you
would like to share with your
(e.e. new job,
passed the CPA
exam, new baby, etc.)?

chapter
marriage,

Please send it to
annediamond@sbcglobal.net

Member Coner and Student Night

We are very pleased to welcome the following
new member to our chapter iMarch:

Staci BatesStudent, UC Davis

Kimberly Holf 2009 graduate, CSU Sacramento

VAW,

For details on becoming a member of ASWA, visit aswa.org or contact
Sherri Yokomizo, Membership Chair at sdyoko@yahoo.com

Student Night2010

Despite a wet and stormy afternoon, Student Night was a fantastic event with a

final count of approximately 94 students and 68 members/guests attending. We

started the evening with an extended social/networking segment that included

appetizers, a no-host bar, informational tables and lots of one-on-one interaction

between members, guests, and students. Informational tables were provided by

the following firms and organizations: Accountemps, Accounting Society (CSUS),
ASWA, Becker Professional Review, Beta Alpha Psi (CSUS), California Bureau of
State Audits, CalCPA, ConnectPoint Search Group, Ernst & Young LLP, GALLINA LLP,
Gilbert Associates, Inc., Institute of Internal Auditors, Institute of Management

Accountants, Internal Revenue Service, Moss Adams LLP, Roger CPA Review,
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Corporation. Many of the attending students came prepared with questions in

hand, and all the professionals attending did a wonderful job of being available to

students and inviting inquiries.

After the networking segment we enjoyed a formal banquet dinner as the panel of

speakers offered insight into the world of accounting. | would like to thank the

following professionals for participating on the Speakers Panel and sharing their

knowledge, passion for their careers, and advice with the amazing crowd of

students:

Curt Cetraro, CEO, ConnectPoint Search Group
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Rod Ehsani, CPA, Director of Internal Audit, VSP Vision Care
Martha Kitchell, CPA, Audit Manager, GALLINA LLP
Kathy Martinis, CPA, Auditor-Controller, Placer County

Raquel Perez, Staff Accountant, Ernst & Young LLP
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Scholarship
Brenda Kaku
bkaku@comcast.net

Programs
Sandra Udell
sandra_udell@hotmail.com

Nominating
Allison Hamaker
allisonhamaker@gmail.com

Entertainment Book
Helen Williams

hmwrainbow@att.net

Web Page
Corie de Sonnaville
c.desonnaville@gmail.com

VITA (Volunteer | ncome
Tax Assistance)
Tracy Morse
tracy.morse@paccoast.com

Roster
Kerry Westbrook
aswasecretary@gmail.com

Fundraising
Open

Student Relations
Rebecca Graulich (temp)
rebeccagraulich@aol.com

The evening wrapped up with a raffle and silent auction for three CPA Exam
Review courses. The exam review courses were generously donated by Becker
Professional Review, Roger CPA Review, and Yaeger CPA Review and the raffle
featured some wonderful gift baskets donated by member Katherine Toy Gosney,
CPA & the Capital Gift Basket Company, a gift card from Deloitte LLP, a two-night
stay at the Sacramento Hilton donated by the hotel, as well as other member and
sponsor donated prizes. Congratulations and thanks to the lucky winners who
helped the chapter raise over $3,300 that will be used for funding the event and

our student scholarships.

Many thanks to Gold Sponsors Accountemps, ConnectPoint Search Group, Ernst &
Young, LLP, GALLINA LLP, and the Sacramento chapter of the Institute of Internal
Auditors for their strong financial support of the event. We would also like to
thank Silver Sponsors Gilbert Associates, Inc., Moss Adams LLP, and State Street
Corporation, and Bronze Sponsor Ueltzen & Company, for underwriting the event
and sponsoring student attendees. Additionally we truly appreciate the support of
the many ASWA members and guests who also sponsored students, making it

possible for the chapter to welcome so many future accountants.

The event would not have been possible without the hard work and dedication of
all the members and volunteers who contributed their time to make Student Night
a success. | would especially like to acknowledge Helen Williams, our Hospitality
Chairperson, who processed registrations and name tags for all the attendees,
Karen Riebli and her team from Resources Global who did an amazing job
assembling all the student handout packages and working the registration desk,
Ajilon Professional Staffing, who sponsored the printing of the event program and
provided registration desk volunteers, and Accountemps, who also provided
assistance at the registration desk. Our chapter President, Rebecca Graulich, did
an awesome job coordinating all the volunteers and the evening ran very smoothly
due to her skilled coordination.

Once again, thanks to all who supported Student Night through attending,
volunteering, promoting, or sponsoring the evening. Not only is the event a great
way for us to share our knowledge and experience with students, but it also
provides us with the opportunity to share the benefits of ASWA with the students,
sponsors, and guests.
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A big thank you to Sherri

Yokomizo for her work in

making our Student Night
a success!

ASWA President
Rebecca Graulich
promoting the benefits
of ASWA (including
scholarships)

Our wonderful speaker
panel talked about the
accounting profession

—
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Student Night 2010 Attendance Snap Shot

Response to Student Night was amazing and we would like to thank all the

accounting instructors for helping us get the word out and reach so many

interested students.

Special kudos to Professor Christopher Myers from Yuba

College and Professor Sherry Spina from Woodland College who not only signed up
their students but also made the drive with them and joined us at the event.

We had a very diverse group ranging from first-year community college students to

students pursing graduate degrees and our final attendance statistics were as

follows:

American River College
CSU Sacramento
Cosumnes River College
Folsom Lake College
Fresno Pacific College
Golden Gate University
Keller Graduate School
Sacramento City College
Sierra College

UC Davis / UC Davis Extension
Woodland College

Yuba College
Total

ASWA Sacramento
Student NightDinner

13
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Professional Networking
at Student Night
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ASWA Programs Chair,
Sandra Udell, is proud
to announce that her
firm, ConnectPoint
Search  Group,
now display upcoming
ASWA
announcements on
their
http://www.connectp
ointsg.com/about/59/
affiliations.html.

will

meeting

website at

ConnectPoint Search
Group is a Sacramento

region recruiting firm

that provides direct
placement and
contract staffing
solutions specializing
in the fields of
Accounting and
Information

Technology.

Meet the Member¢
Michelle Knepp

What is your stewardship with ASWA Chapter 31? Member
since 2005, currently general member, former Programs Chair

Where you work and what you like about it? | work for
Maci as Gini & O oveany firm Ifor the rangePof
opportunities from client type, professional growth, upward
movement, and great co-workers. MGO is constantly evolving
and expanding, so the opportunities really are endless. | used to '
work for another firm prior to MGO and | am grateful every day that | made the
change.

Future goals for work or personal life? Now t hat | 6ve pd&PAed t
exam, | plan to complete my licensing by the summer. Then, after a much earned
vacation, | plan to push myself to earn a promotion to manager.

Degree earned, and where?| earned my Bacheloros de

Administration with an emphasis in Accountancy from Humboldt State University in
2002.

A little about your hobbies? Now that the CPA exam is behind me, | am going to
learn jewelry making. My husband is an obsessive rockhound and this will be a
great way to merge our interests into something we can do together.

What about family? My husband is a kindergarten teacher at Bridgeway Island
Elementary in West Sacramento. We have been together for 16 wonderful years
and | am so proud of the life we have worked so hard for. We have a 2 % year old
daughter, Cadence who cracks me up every day.

+ Michelle Knepp has just past all four parts of the CPA exam! She
attributes her success to ASWA and her membership which led her to her to
the Becker review course she won at A S WA stglent night raffle. Michelle
s a 'y Sagmetifnes it is hard to put the value of an ASWA membership into
words, but beyond the camaraderie and wonderful connections, ASWA has
hel ped me reach a RmagdrMicah ediedve ibgsurad i. d
Meet the Member section.

£ Our own Past President Allison Hamaker i s ser vi as A

National Director!

now ng

+ Anne Diamond has now obtained her official number and is proud to call
herself a CPA!


http://www.connectpointsg.com/about/59/affiliations.html
http://www.connectpointsg.com/about/59/affiliations.html
http://www.connectpointsg.com/about/59/affiliations.html

Are you an ASWA member

looking for a new career?

Slas G2 vy
Just submit a bio

LiQa
newsletter!
about yourself, your contact
information, and what fields you
are interested in to

annediamond@sbcglobal.net.

Are you an employer looking
for an outstanding candidate?

Job announcements are
complimentary to ASWA
members, their firms, and
educational institutions. Just

send your announcement to
annediamond@sbcglobal.net.
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Jdb Corner

To see the latest job announcements from our members and partners, please
visit http://www.aswa-sacramento.org/protected/announcements.php and
Al EAE 11 OEA OET A AT11 01 AAT AT 60066 |
password protected. To log in, please enter the following information at the
prompt:

User ID: member last name
Password: member number

If you do not remember your member number, please visit
http://www.aswa.org/username/forgot to have your member number e-
mailed to you. It is fast and easy z all you need is your e-mail address. You may
also contact Anne Diamond, newsletter editor to get your member number.

We will continue to list the jobs in our newsletter by title, but a full job
description will now be on our website. If you are not an ASWA member, you
can obtain a temporary password by attending our monthly meetings. These
passwords will allow you to access the link for one month.

Current job postings include:

Director of Finance and Accounting (Greater Sacramento)

Staff Senior Accountant

County Controller (Bi-lingual) - (Rocklin)
Senior Auditor (Modesto)
Securities Analyst (Lafayette, CA)
Auditors and Tax Compliance (Sacramento and statewide)
Tax Compliance Officer i various locations in California
Ongoing State Government Positions

Expand your network with LinkedIn

In addition to your person-to-person networking tools (ASWA
meetings), do not forget your online networking LinkedIn tool. It is
easy to join by going to www.linkedin.com. You can fill out a member
profile including your experience and career objectives along with
Add LinkedIn contacts with people
g A0K LISNBR 2 Y | §

your schooling and degrees.
& 2dz2Q@S $2N)] SR
recommended.
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Meeting Camelation
Policy

If you sent in an RSVP to attend
our monthly meeting and are
unable to attend, please cancel
by 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
the day before our meeting by
(916) 552-1470 or
emailing us at

calling

aswa_sacramento@yahoo.com.

We reserve dinners based on the
number of RSVP confirmations
received. When people RSVP and
then don't show, we must still
pay for their meal.

Late cancellations or no-
shows will be subject to charge
for the full cost of the meal. If
you RSVP on behalf of aguest
and the guest does not attend,
we will bill you for the cost of
your guest's meal.

Announcements

Doctorial Scholarship Program for Accoants

The California Society of Certified Public Accountants (CalCPA) has a Doctoral
Scholarship Program for individuals pursuing a Ph.D. in Accounting. The scholarship
is being made available to help address the current and projected significant
shortfall in Accounting Department faculty at California colleges and universities.
Therefore one requirement of the scholarship recipient will be to join the faculty of
a four-year college or university located in California for a period of at least three
years.

CKS a0K2fFNBKALI LINPINIY gAff 0SS | RYAY,
Committee (AEC) and funded by the California CPA Education Foundation. Three

doctoral candidates will be selected per year to receive a maximum of up to

$10,000 per year with a possible renewal of three years total. If the requirement of

teaching in a California school is not met, the amount of scholarship received will

convert to a loan (@ 6.8% interest) for repayment.

Applications are due to CalCPA Bpril 15, 2010 We believe that accounting
students, accounting education and the accounting profession will benefit from
this opportunity being offered by CalCPA.

Information for all CalCPA scholarships can be found at
http://www.calcpa.org/Content/Scholarship.aspx

ASWA Sacramento Chapter Scholarships

The Deadline for our chapter scholarships is fast approaching! Scholarships
are awarded to selected applicants who have demonstrated academic
excellence and financial need. The Chapter currently offers 4 different types of
scholarships:

2-Year college Scholarships

Undergraduate Scholarships

CPA review Course Registration (Members only)

Certification to support exam fees of the following certification:
CPA, CFP, CFE, CIA, CMA or CVA (Members only)

Details and requirements for the various scholarships can be found at:
http://www.aswa-sacramento.org/scholarships.php and all applications are
due Friday April 30, 2010.

For questions regarding scholarships, contact Brenda Kaku at
bkaku@comcast.net

1
1
1
1
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ASWA now has a
Facebook page!!!

Join now by searching
ASWA Sacramento on
Facebook or go to:
http://www.facebook.
com/group.php?gid=2
48451209089&ref=se
arch&sid=175229502
9.2553793080..1.

ASWA will use this
page to post meeting
announcements,
pictures, and other
general information.
Keep updated on the
latest ASWA news!
Join today!
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The ASWA Southwest Regional Conference
May 5 - May 7, 2010

Hotel Mar Monte 7 Santa Barbara, CA (805) 963-0744

Learn: 16 hours of CPE over May 6 and May 7
One dedicated tax track, One dedicated A&A track, One mixed track each day

Estimated CPE fee, includes lunch,

Early Bird Members
$99 1 day/ $175 2 day

Link to this and other ASWA conferences:
http://www.aswa.org/news-events/events/events.html

Becker Sample Class

When: Wed April 28", 6PM- 8PM
Where: CSU Sacramento, 6000 J Street, Foothill Suite at the University
Union

Attend this complimentary event and learn valuable strategies to
successfully pass your CPA exam. Led byinstructor, Truman Rishard, MBA,
CPAthe sample class will introduce key concepts, allow students to tackle
tough exam questions, and show how the Becker method will aid you on
test day. In addition, candidates will get the latest on the 2011 exam
changes

Space is limited.RSVP today for this complimentary workshop at:
http://www.beckercpa.com/californiaevents

ASWA MEMBERS RECEIVE $300** OFF THE FULL CGBHER
BECKER TUITION

For more information on Becker Professional Education including class
locations and schedules, visit becker.com/cpa or call 877.CPA.EXAM.

** This discount valid only on full 4-part course tuition price and cannot be
combined with any other discount or offer.
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Calendar of Events

Monthly Meeting

Sacramento Hilton
6:00 networking, @3linner

Monthly Meeting
Sacramento Hilton
6:00 networking, 6:30 dinner

Th_ursday Topic: Venture Capital Financin Thursday Topic: Bankruptcy
April 1, 2010 Speaker: John Fisher, VP of | May 6, 2010 Speaker: Scott Martin, CPA, JD,
Finance for Bloo Solar Becker Istructor
CPE: 1 unit CPE: 1 unit
Half-day CPE event
Thurs - Fri 1| ASWA Southwest Regional Wednesday hosted by AéWA Sacramento
May 6 - May Conference May 19, 2010 _ _
7. 2010 (See page 9 for details) (more information to come ¢ to volunteer at

the event, please contact Brenda Kaku at
bkaku@comcast.net
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