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A Primer for Accountants in Industry and Public Practice 

Scott Martin, CPA, JD, Becker Instructor 
 

Becker Instructor Scott Martin, CPA, JD will cover the essential 
provisions of the Bankruptcy Code. Scott will explain when it is 
appropriate for a debtor to file a Chapter 7, Chapter 11 or Chapter 13 
bankruptcy petition as well as the implications for debtor and 
creditors. For accountants in industry, if your company files for 
“Reorganization” under Chapter 11 learn how you can aid in 
preplanning for the bankruptcy filing, account for operations during 
Chapter 11 and prepare schedules and reports filed with the 
bankruptcy court.  
 

For accountants in public practice, learn how you can look for 
additional opportunities by offering Bankruptcy services. 
 

When:       Thursday, May 6, 2010  
                     6:00 pm Networking 
                     6:30 pm General Meeting 
 

Where:     Sacramento Hilton  
      2200 Harvard Street  
      Sacramento, CA  95815  
      (Business 80 and Arden Way)  
 

 Cost*:         $31.00 Members & 1st –Time 

               Guests 

               $36.00 Non-Members 

 

Menu:        Asian buffet, including entrée, salad and dessert 

RSVP:   Voice mail (916) 552-1470 or e-mail 

                    aswa_sacramento@yahoo.com by noon, Tuesday, May 4 
 

 CPE**:   1 credit hour; Level Overview; Prerequisites/Advanced 

                    Preparation:  None 
 

*Please note our meeting cancellation policy on page  6 
 

**Registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a 

sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors. 
State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses 
for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be addressed to the 
National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 
37219-2417. 

Speaker Bio continued on page 4 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Is there a speaker you’ve heard or 

a topic that you’d like to see 

covered at an upcoming ASWA 

dinner meeting, or any other ideas 

for ASWA events?  

We welcome your feedback and 

ideas — in fact, we need them to 

help bring you the best ASWA 

experience we can! 

Please email us your ideas at 

aswa_sacramento@yahoo.com 

 

May 2010 Meeting  
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I was a closet financial illiterate. 
 

At ASWA, accounting professionals rub shoulders with colleagues who share the 

joy of closing another month end, the relief of living to see 

another April 16, and the despair of a growing waist line with 

each passing busy season.  Believe it or not, most people are 

oblivious to these financial milestones. 
 

In 2003, Congress passed the Financial Literacy and Education 

Improvement Act. This Act established the Financial Literacy 

and Education Commission, chaired by the Secretary of the 

Treasury.  The objective of the Commission is to “improve the 

financial literacy and education of persons in the United States through 

development of a national strategy to promote financial literacy and education.” 
 

Also in 2003, the Paris-based Organisation de coopération et de développement 

économiques (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, OECD), 

launched an international project to develop common financial literacy principles. 

In March 2008, the OECD began the International Gateway for Financial Education 

as a clearinghouse for financial education programs, information and research. 
 

Okay, sounds impressive. So what is financial literacy? 
 

“Financial” has to do with “finance,” which is the science of funds management. 

Key concepts are the interrelationships of time, money and risk, as well as how 

money is spent and budgeted. The basic categories of finance are business, 

personal and public finance. 
 

Literacy has to do with the ability to read, write and understand a topic.  Financial 

literacy is the ability to read, write and understand finance. A financially literate 

person can make informed judgments and effective decisions about the use and 

management of money. 
 

In October 2009, Harvard Business Review published an article, “Are Your People 

Financially Literate?” by Karen Berman and Joe Knight. Of the US managers 

sampled, the majority could not distinguish profit from cash, and did not know the 

difference between an income statement and a balance sheet. 
 

 

Continued on page 4 

ASWA SACRAMENTO  

2009-2010 BOARD  

 

President’s Message – by Rebecca Graulich  
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Information 

Sherri Yokomizo, CPA 

sdyoko@yahoo.com  
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Helen Williams 

hwrainbow@att.net 
 

Newsletter 

Anne Diamond, CPA 

annediamond@sbcglobal.net 

 

Publicity 

Bronwyn Gillespie 

bgillespie@ueltzen.com 
 

Trevor Jones 

trevorjones1492@yahoo.com 

 

Student Night 

Sherri Yokomizo, CPA 

sdyoko@yahoo.com 
 

Community Service 

Open 
 

Northern California 

Area Director 

Allison Hamaker 

allisonhamaker@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   We are very pleased to welcome the following 

           new member to our chapter in March: 
 

          Liza Baylon, Controller, Pacific Capital Management 

Rosemary Kelly, Student, CSU Sacramento 

Michelle Rinderle, Student, Roseville 
 

For details on becoming a member of ASWA, visit aswa.org or contact 

Sherri Yokomizo, Membership Chair at sdyoko@yahoo.com 
 

 

Meet the Member  

                    Bronwyn Gillespie, Publicity Co-Chair 
 

What is your stewardship with ASWA Chapter 31?  Currently, 
I serve as Co-Chair of the Publicity Committee and as a Director 
for the Sacramento Chapter of ASWA 2009 - 2010. 
 

Where you work and what you like about it?  I am a Director 

with Ueltzen & Company, LLP providing tax and accounting 

services for the firm's traditional services practice.  In addition, I am involved 

in U&C's technology advancements, which includes the implementation of 

paperless tax and accounting systems.  I also assist the firm's forensic practice 

with assignments related to tax malpractice and special accounting.  Without a 

doubt, I love my job, and what I appreciate is U&C's continued support to its 

firm members and dedication to the accounting profession. 
 

Future goals for work or personal life?  In the future, I plan to add CPA to my 
name and continue working in both traditional services and forensic 
accounting.  Additionally, I intend to continue my involvement with the 
accounting profession in organizations, such as ASWA, CalCPA and AICPA.  I am 
also considering pursuing a Masters degree in Taxation. 
 

Degree earned, and where?  In 2000, I received my Bachelors degree in 
Communication Studies from California State University, Sacramento.  
Recently, I returned to college to complete the accounting courses required to 
sit for the CPA exam. With the course work behind me, I am in the process of 
preparing for the CPA exam.  
 

A little about your hobbies?  Outside the office, I am an avid runner and never 
leave home without my running shoes (seriously).  My enthusiasm for running 
has led me to community outreach programs supporting fitness and well being. 
As a Board Member and running coach for SacFit, a Sacramento running and 
walking club, I am continuously inspired by others in the community. 
 

What about family?   Most of my family lives within the Sacramento area.  I 

have been happily married for five years.  My husband and I are constantly 

entertained by our cat, Bell. 

ASWA SACRAMENTO  

2009-2010 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Are you an ASWA member 

with an announcement you 

would like to share with your 

chapter (e.g. new job, 

marriage, passed the CPA 

exam, new baby, etc.)? 
 

Please send it to 

annediamond@sbcglobal.net 

Member Corner  

mailto:trevorjones1492@yahoo.com
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Scholarship  

Brenda Kaku 

bkaku@comcast.net 

 

Programs  

Sandra Udell 

sandra_udell@hotmail.com 

 

Nominating  

Allison Hamaker 

allisonhamaker@gmail.com 

 

Entertainment Book  

Helen Williams 

hmwrainbow@att.net 

 

Web Page  

Corie de Sonnaville 

c.desonnaville@gmail.com 

 

VITA (Volunteer Income 

Tax Assistance) 

Tracy Morse 

tracy.morse@paccoast.com 

 

Roster  

Kerry Westbrook 

aswasecretary@gmail.com 

 

Fundraising  

Open 

 

Student Relations  

Rebecca Graulich (temp) 

rebeccagraulich@aol.com 

 

 

 
             

 

President’s Message continued from page 2 
 

Financial illiteracy can injure or even ruin a business. Just think how devastating it 

can be for one’s personal finances.  As with reading and writing illiteracy, there is a 

huge embarrassment in admitting financial illiteracy. I know first-hand the 

dismissive attitude regarding the importance of “the numbers,” the humiliation in 

not understanding a financial statement, and the frustration in struggling to 

understand basic financial concepts. 

 

I’m proud to have come out of the closet. I’m grateful to be accepted by ASWA. 

Like most converts, I now have the fire in the belly. I believe financial literacy is 

essential to our personal and community prosperity. 

 

 

Speaker Bio continued from page 1 
 

Scott Martin is a veteran of the United States Marine Corps. Upon completion of 
his service in the Marines, he earned both a Bachelor of Science in Accounting, 
graduating summa cum laude, and a Masters of Science in 
Accounting, graduating with honors, from Strayer University in Washington 
D.C. In addition, Scott holds a Juris Doctor from Monterey College of Law.  Scott 
passed the California bar exam in February 2009 and is currently finalizing the 
issuance of his license to practice law and he is also a Certified Public 
Accountant. 
 
Scott has over 20 years of experience in the accounting profession. During the 
past twelve years Scott has worked for Fortune 500 companies in various areas 
of responsibilities, including division controller, planning and forecasting, 
acquisition and merger due diligence, and operations. 
 
Scott is a former Becker student. He passed all four parts of the CPA exam on 
his first attempt with a 94% average! 

 

ASWA Programs Chair, Sandra Udell , is proud to announce that her firm, 

ConnectPoint Search Group, will now display upcoming ASWA meeting 

announcements on their website. 

 http://www.connectpointsg.com/about/59/affiliations.html.   

 

ConnectPoint Search Group is a Sacramento region recruiting firm that 

provides direct placement and contract staffing solutions specializing in the 

fields of Accounting and Information Technology. 

 

ASWA SACRAMENTO  

2009-2010 COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS (CON’T)  

 

Member Corner (con’t) 

 

mailto:sandra_udell@hotmail.com
mailto:allisonhamaker@gmail.com
mailto:c.desonnaville@gmail.com
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To see the latest job announcements from our members and partners, please 

visit http://www.aswa-sacramento.org/protected/announcements.php and 

click on the “job announcements” link on the left hand side.  This link is now 

password protected.  To log in, please enter the following information at the 

prompt: 
 

User ID: member last name 
Password: member number 

If you do not remember your member number, please visit 
http://www.aswa.org/username/forgot to have your member number e-
mailed to you.  It is fast and easy – all you need is your e-mail address.  You may 
also contact Anne Diamond, newsletter editor to get your member number. 
 
We will continue to list the jobs in our newsletter by title, but a full job 
description will now be on our website.  If you are not an ASWA member, you 
can obtain a temporary password by attending our monthly meetings.   These 
passwords will allow you to access the link for one month. 
 

Current job postings include: 
 

County Controller (Bi-lingual) - (Rocklin) 
Senior Auditor (Modesto) 

Securities Analyst (Lafayette, CA) 
Auditors and Tax Compliance (Sacramento and statewide) 

Staff Services Management Auditor (10 positions) 
Student Assistant (2 positions) 

Ongoing State Government Positions 
 

 
 

Expand your network with LinkedIn 

In addition to your person-to-person networking tools (ASWA 

meetings), do not forget your online networking LinkedIn tool.  It is 

easy to join by going to www.linkedin.com.  You can fill out a member 

profile including your experience and career objectives along with 

your schooling and degrees.  Add LinkedIn contacts with people 

you’ve worked with personally or professionally and get 

recommended.  

 

Are you an employer looking 

for an outstanding candidate? 

Job announcements are 

complimentary to ASWA 

members, their firms, and 

educational institutions.  Just 

send your announcement to 

annediamond@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Job Corner 

 

Job Corner 

 

Are you an ASWA member 

looking for a new career? 
 

It’s easy to network through our 

newsletter!  Just submit a bio 

about yourself, your contact 

information, and what fields you 

are interested in to  

annediamond@sbcglobal.net. 

 

http://www.aswa-sacramento.org/protected/announcements.php
http://www.aswa.org/username/forgot
http://www.linkedin.com/
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April Raffle Results 

Five members and guests were raffle prize winners at the Sacramento 
Chapter’s April 1 general meeting.  Maryann Astaneh-Rogers won an 
Entertainment Book donated by the Chapter.  Bhavi Dulabh won a water 
bottle donated by Gilbert Associates, Inc.  Crystal Ekanayake won a bottle of 
Sonoma Landing Chardonnay donated by Marjorie Schultz.  Erika Fluke won 
a box of Girl Scout Candies donated by an anonymous member.  Sherri 
Yokomizo won an ASWA glass coffee mug donated by Genevieve Brennan 
Nauman.  The drawing generated $26 for the Chapter’s Scholarship Fund 
thanks to the generosity of those who participated. 
 
If you would like to donate cash or prizes to help build the Sacramento 
Chapter’s Scholarship Fund, please contact the chapter's Scholarship 
Committee Chairperson, Brenda Kaku, at 916-716-3991 or 
bkaku@comcast.net. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who donated prizes and participated in the drawing! 
 

ASWA Sacramento Half-Day CPE – May 19, 2010 
 
The Sacramento Chapter of ASWA is pleased to invite you to attend its first 
Half-Day CPE Event. The event is on Wednesday, May 19 from 8:00 a.m. to 
noon at the Hilton on Harvard Street and will consist of eight, 50-minute CPE 
courses. The cost for four hours of CPE is $100 for ASWA members and $135 
for nonmembers. Discounts are also available for firm registrants (see attached 
registration information). 
  
Prominent speakers from Gilbert Associates, Inc., Goodell, Porter, Sanchez & 
Bright, LLP, Macias, Gini & O’Connell, LLP, Moss Adams LLP, and Ueltzen & 
Company, LLP will offer a wide range of topics from governmental accounting 
to fraud. Attendees will have an opportunity to choose four of the eight CPE 
courses offered at the event. 
  
Firms will have an opportunity to register their attendees at a substantial 
discount and promote their firms with three levels of sponsorship. For $500, a 
Gold Sponsor receives 1) $35 off for each non-member firm registrant, 2) an 
individual table to promote firm/agency, and 3) recognition in our CPE event 
program. For $300, a Silver Sponsor receives 1) $25 off for each non-member 
firm registrant and 2) recognition in our CPE event program. For $150, a 
Bronze Sponsor receives 1) $10 off for each non-member firm registrant and 2) 
recognition in our CPE event program. Companies can also promote their 
products and services by sponsoring a promotional table for $250. 
  
For more information, contacts, and registration, please go to: 
http://www.aswa-sacramento.org/halfday.php 
  

Announcements 

 

Meeting Cancellation 

Policy 
 

If you sent in an RSVP to attend 

our monthly meeting and are 

unable to attend, please cancel 

by 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 

the day before our meeting by 

calling (916) 552-1470 or 

emailing us at 

aswa_sacramento@yahoo.com.  

 

We reserve dinners based on the 

number of RSVP confirmations 

received. When people RSVP and 

then don't show, we must still 

pay for their meal. 

 

Late cancellations or no-

shows will be subject to charge 

for the full cost of the meal.  If 

you RSVP on behalf of a guest 

and the guest does not attend, 

we will bill you for the cost of 

your guest's meal. 

 

http://www.aswa-sacramento.org/halfday.php
mailto:aswa_sacramento@yahoo.com
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ASWA now has a 
Facebook page!!! 

 

Join now by searching 
ASWA Sacramento on 
Facebook or go to: 
http://www.facebook.
com/group.php?gid=2
48451209089&ref=se
arch&sid=175229502
9.2553793080..1.   
 
ASWA will use this 
page to post meeting 
announcements, 
pictures, and other 
general information.  
Keep updated on the 
latest ASWA news!  
Join today! 

 
 

 
Are You Interested in the Scholarship Selection Process? 

Want to Become More Involved With the Chapter? 

 

If you answer “yes” to both questions, please join the Sacramento Chapter in 

selecting qualified scholarship applicants for our two-year and undergraduate 

scholarships. As the Scholarship Chair for the Chapter, I am forming a 

committee of four members who are interested in the scholarship selection 

process and want to become more involved with the Chapter.  

 

Approximately four to six hours of your time is needed to review the 

applications and choose the most deserving student(s) to receive an award. If 

you are interested and will be available during late June or early July for the 

scholarship review and selection process, please contact me by May 31, 2010 

at bkaku@comcast.net or 916-716-3991. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Brenda Kaku 

Scholarship Committee Chair 

ASWA, Sacramento Chapter 

 

 
The Sacramento ASWA Chapter is getting down and dirty! 

 

On June 26 at 9:00 a.m. we will be meeting on top of the levy at the Campus 

Commons Gold Course (near the club house) to help pick up trash along a 

one-mile stretch of the American River Parkway. We hope you can join us! 

 

We will be partnering with the Association of Government Accountants. 

They will provide trash bags and sterile gloves. If you have a trash picker-

upper (grabber), please bring it. Light hiking shoes are the suggested 

footgear. 

 

The specific section that we will be cleaning is the 7th mile north, across the 

American River from Sac State. It starts about 1/8th mile south of the golf 

course clubhouse. AGA’s sign is on the bike trail.  

 

Please contact Rebecca (rebeccagraulich@aol.com) if you can participate. 

This is a terrific way to socialize, help the environment and get some 

exercise, all for about two hours of your time. 

Announcements 

 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=248451209089&ref=search&sid=1752295029.2553793080..1
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Calendar of Events 

Thursday  

May 6, 2010      

 

Monthly Meeting  

Sacramento Hilton  
6:00 networking, 6:30 dinner  

Topic: Bankruptcy 
Speaker: Scott Martin, CPA, JD, 

Becker Instructor 
CPE: 1 unit 

 

Thurs - Fri 

May 6 - May 

7, 2010 

 

 

 
 

ASWA Southwest Regional Conference 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday 

May 19, 2010 

 
Half-day CPE event  

hosted by ASWA Sacramento 

(more information to come – 

to volunteer at the event, 

please contact Brenda Kaku at 

bkaku@comcast.net 

 

 

 

Thursday  

June 3, 2010 

Installation of New Officers 
Monthly Meeting 

Sacramento Hilton  
6:00 networking, 6:30 dinner  

Topic: Live Life on Your Own Terms:  Financially 

Secure and In Control 

Speaker: Judy L. Seibold, CFP®, CRPC®,  Julie 

L. Small, CFP®, CRPC®, and Judith A. Davidson, 

CFP®, CRPC® - Merrill Lynch 

CPE: 1 unit 

 

  
 

  

 

mailto:bkaku@comcast.net

